
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



598 THE AMERICAN NATURALIST. ' [Vol. XXXIV. 

"The Management and Diseases of the Dog," l by John Woodroffe 
Hill, is a most valuable addition to canine literature, containing the 
results of the author's many years of exceptional experience with 
canine diseases. We are glad to notice that in the preface Mr. Hill 
most emphatically expresses his views on the absurd law for muzzling 
dogs during a rabies panic as follows : "utterly ineffectual in stamp- 
ing out rabies ; partial and aggravating in its administration ; inju- 
rious and cruel to the subject." His views with relation to the cure 
of this disease are interesting and somewhat at variance with those 
generally entertained at the present time, in so far as the human 
subject is concerned. After stating that " it was recognized centuries 
ago, and the alarm engendered appears to have been as great then 
as in the present day," he goes on to say that "rewards have been 
offered for the discovery of a cure, but the probability of their ever 
being claimed is extremely dubious, — especially so long as spurious 
hydrophobia and various phases of hysteria are indiscriminately 
mixed up and mistaken for the real malady." The measures to be 
taken when human beings have been bitten by a suspected dog are 
described, and as these are of such vital interest, it seems best to 
quote his directions. 

" With regard to ourselves, all dog bites, as a precautionary meas- 
ure, should be treated as if they were inflicted by a rabid animal, i.e., 
by immediate suction, followed by the application of the actual 
cautery, nitric acid, or pure carbolic acid. When rabies is suspected 
the suction should be directly followed by complete excision of the 
wound, performed as quickly as possible ; after which, without loss 
of time, the cautery or acid should be freely used. Compression 
above the wound, especially in the first instance, is also valuable. 
Failing the adoption of these measures, or even accompanying them, 
the Russian or Turkish bath should, if possible, be immediately had 
recourse to, and, in the absence of such measures, free and intense 
perspiration should be promoted by other means, such being the 
most efficacious treatment at present known. ... I also advise a 
powerful stimulant before taking the bath, and subsequently full 
doses of chlorate of potash and iron." 

The opening chapter is on general management, food, exercise, 
washing, grooming, clothing, kennel arrangement, disinfection, ad- 
ministration of medicine, and nursing. This last is a subject little 
studied in connection with animals, but it is far more difficult to nurse 

1 Fifth edition. London, Swan, Sonnenschein & Co.; New York, The Mac- 
millan Company, 1900. 531 pp., Svo. 
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a dumb creature, that cannot express clearly its needs, than a human 
being, and taxes one's intuition far more than can be realized by the 
inexperienced, who have never studied and contrasted the normal 
with the abnormal expressions and habits of animals. He discusses 
the above subjects very briefly, too briefly, in fact, as he advises some 
things which are opposed to the methods of many dog breeders, 
without sufficiently stating his reasons. For instance, on the subject 
of time of meals, he says : " Where only one meal is allowed [it 
should be given], at midday"; where only one meal is allowed it is 
necessarily a heavy one, and midday is, in winter, a time when a dog- 
has generally just finished, or about to begin, his exercise, and in sum- 
mer is the hottest part of the twenty-four hours. A heavy meal, while 
acceptable to the dog at any time, is generally given at the end of 
the day, when all exercise is over. 

He also states : " Animal food (except an occasional bone) is not 
advisable in any breed of young dog, 1 until four or five months old, 
and it should then be gradually, not suddenly, introduced into the 
diet." He gives no reasons for the above, which is a much discussed 
question, and about which every breeder varies in some degree from 
his neighbor ; but the best authorities advise the use of meat in some 
form or other and in variable quantities. 

Mr. Hill endeavors to correct the absurd ways in which the 
average feminine dog owner cares for her pets, and in reading his 
book it becomes obvious that, if it were not for her mistaken kind- 
ness and overfeeding, the veterinary would have much fewer rare 
diseases and abnormal growths to study. 

The diseases are classified in groups, according to the various 
parts of the system which they attack, and are described in a general 
way ; then causes, symptoms, and treatment are given, and this 
method greatly simplifies the diagnoses, and the author's explicit 
and brief style throughout cannot be too highly praised. 

The book is as interesting to members of the profession as to the 
amateur, on account of Mr. Hill's large experience with rare diseases, 
which he fully describes. One of the rarest which he gives is 
"verminous bronchitis," generally confined to animals under eight 
months old. An autopsy showed, in addition to pneumonia, 
" numerous small parasitic worms in the trachea and bronchial 
tubes." 

Throughout the book there are liberal quotations from other 
authorities : from Ainslie, a case of inversion of the stomach ; Hutch- 
1 Obviously meant to be " young dog of any breed." 
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inson, a case of intussusception of the ileum and cascum ; Weber, 
Leblanc, Trasbot, Youatt, Gowing and son, etc. 

The chapter on Accidents and Operations covers the ground very 
thoroughly for the first heading, and includes, under the second, 
some of the more difficult operations as well as the lesser ones, such 
as removing of dewclaws, cropping, tailing, etc. 

Mr. Hill strongly advocates the use of chloroform, saying : " On 
the score of humanity, however, chloroform chiefly demands our 
attention, and with the knowledge that we are not inflicting pain is 
gained strength of nerve, confidence in ourselves, and, probably, a 
more successful issue to our patient." 

To members of his profession he writes: "We must remember 
that the most sacred duty of the veterinary surgeon is to prevent or 
alleviate pain and distress in animals." 

An appendix gives a table of Medicines and their Doses, Poisons 
and their Antidotes, and also a Standard of Points for Judging. The 
standards are nearly all taken from those recommended by the 
various dog clubs, and consequently there are a few breeds which 
are not included, owing to inability to obtain a recognized standard 
of points in connection with them. 

The photographic reproductions of famous dogs, the work of 
Thomas Fall, F.R.P.S., the well-known and artistic English pho- 
tographer, are very handsome. 

The index is full and accurate, the type clear and on good paper, 
and the book is of a convenient size. There are, besides those 
noticed in some of the quotations, many instances of defective style 
that might be quoted, but these are not of a kind that detract from 
the usefulness of the book. 

There is no list of illustrations, and, considering the excellence of 
these, and that there are no less than eleven plates, most of them 
giving two figures of celebrated dogs, this is a serious omission, one 
that ought not to have occurred, especially in a fifth edition. 

A. V. H. 

Studies on Hirudinea. — A posthumous paper by the late Arnold 
Graf 1 discusses exhaustively the structure and activities of the excre- 
tory organs of the leech. Though not concerned primarily with 
classification, it contains figures of several North-American species 
of Glossiphonia ("Clepsine") new to science. Graf's studies of 

1 Hirudineenstudien, Abh. dcr Kaiserl. Leop.-Carol. Detttschen Akademie der 
A T aturforscher (Halle), Bd. lxxii (1S99), Nr. 2, pp. 217-404, Taf. I-XV, 26 text-figs. 



